
     Wrightslaw: Special Education 
Law and Advocacy, located on 
the Web at: <http://www.wrights 
law.com/> is a project of Pete  
and Pam Wright. The site was  
developed as a response to the 
publicity of Pete Wright’s 1993 
successful representation of  
Shannon Carter, a learning       
disabled high school student,     
before the United States Supreme 
Court in Florence County School 
District Four (South Carolina) v. 
Shannon Carter. After the deci-
sion, the Wrights wrote a book  
on special education law and 
started the website in 1998. 1   

The site is particularly infor-
mative to parents, educators, 
attorneys, and psychologists.  
While the site promotes the 
Wrights’ books and seminars, 
there is a good deal of free 
information made available.  
The Law Library provides 
full-text access to numerous 
articles and cases pertaining to 
special education issues. There 
are additional categories for 
t h e  I n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h            
Disabilities Education Act, No 

Child Left Behind and other 
laws. Explanation is provided, 
as well as links to statutory 
text and regulations. The site 
also provides a topical section 
spanning from autism to 
teachers and principals. Under 
each topic, explanation,       
articles, cases, and other help-
ful resources are provided. 2  

 

       “Pete Wright is an attorney 
who represents children with  
special educational needs. Having 
lived with learning disabilities, 
including dyslexia, dysgraphia 
and ADHD himself, his determi-
nation to help children grew out 
of his own educational experi-
ences.” 3 “Pam Wright is a      
psychotherapist who has worked 
with children and families since 
the 1970’s. Her training and      
experience in clinical psychology 
and clinical social work give her a 
unique perspective on parent-
child-school dynamics, problems, 
and solutions. Pam has written 
extensively about raising, educat-
ing and advocating for children 
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INTERMEDIATE             Adobe Acrobat 8 

     The following introduction to 
a FindLaw article really caught 
my attention and I decided to dig 
deeper to see if it was as good as 
they said. I think it is! It is rare 
when a new piece of software   
becomes instantly indispensable 
for legal practitioners.  

The release of Adobe Acrobat 
8 Professional on November 2 
marked just such an occasion. 
Attorneys, paralegals, eDiscov-
ery specialists, knowledge 
managers, document librarians 
- any legal professional who 
deals with the creation, organi-
zation or archiving of legal 
documents will find a feature in 
Acrobat 8 that will make their 
lives easier and improve the 
quality of their work. Acrobat 8 

will also help legal profession-
als protect client information 
and prevent the exposure of 
legal strategies and other work 
product. 5                              

     The reasons that I am bringing 
this upgrade of Acrobat to your 
attention are: 
 
• Permanently remove sensitive 

information (redaction) 
• Metadata removal 
• Built-in support for Bates 

numbering 6 
 
      Acrobat now devotes an entire 
toolbar to redaction. From it you 
can handily “Search & Redact,” 
select different colors to           

(Continued on page 3) 
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with disabilities.” 4 

        If interested, you may also 
subscribe to The Special Ed     

Advocate, the free weekly           
e-newsletter about special       
education legal and advocacy  
topics.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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INTERMEDIATE          Adobe Acrobat 8 (Cont.) 

distinguish why the information 
was redacted (red for privilege, 
blue for personal information, 
etc.), then the program helps you 
check the document for “any 
other information that could be 
dangerous if released into the 
wild. Acrobat searches for things 
like metadata, form field logic, 
annotations, comments, hidden 
layers, and embedded search in-
dexes; and allows you to remove 
all of that information with a 
click of the button.” 7 One word 
of caution, once you hit “Apply,” 
the text behind your redaction is 
REALLY gone, so you better 
have done a “Save As” some-
where along the line! 8 Read more 
about the Redaction Toolbar at: 
<http://blogs.adobe.com/acrolaw/ 
2006/10/acrobat_8_new_f_1. 
html>. 

     Previous versions of Acrobat 
could add headers and footers to  
a document, but were notably 
lacking in two areas: 

•  Support of leading zeros 
(Bates Numbering) 

• Ability to number sequentially 
across multiple documents 

 

     Both issues have been          
addressed in Version 8. For a 
more detailed discussion of Bates 
numbering go to: <http://blogs. 
adobe.com/acrolaw/2006/09/
acrobat_ 8_new_f.html>. 
     In addition, Acrobat 8 offers 
more ease of use with handy   
wizards that take you through 
PDF creation and management in 
a step-by-step manner if you need 
some hand-holding! 9 
      Be sure to keep up-to-date 
with Rick Borstein’s blog, 
“Acrobat for Legal Professionals” 
at: <http://blogs.adobe.com/
acrolaw/about.html> 
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ADVANCED            More on E-Discovery  

     E-Discovery is a difficult topic 
to get a good grasp of, particu-
larly because it is very technical, 
many faceted, and constantly 
evolving. Yet it is a topic on 
which lawyers of all types must 
get a handle. How best to accom-
plish this task is the topic for this 
month’s advanced section.  
     With billable hours and client 
demands taking a higher prece-
dent, attorneys must carefully 
pick and choose from among the 
many e-discovery related educa-
tional activities available to them.  
      What to do? Conrad Jacoby 
offers these three courses of  
action: 
 

• Research the law of your  
jurisdiction. Several fee-based 
services compile local rules, 
including Westlaw which you 
can use free of charge at the 
library to get Stark County’s 
rules. Practically all courts 
make their local rules freely 
available on their websites and 
you can be sure that the  
information is up-to-date.  

Attorneys should also research 
local reported case law on  
e-discovery. Researching your 
judge’s reported opinions on     
e-discovery is likely to provide 
insight into how a judge 
weighs competing factors in 
allocation burden and cost-
shifting in ESI (electronically 
stored information) discovery 
situations. 

• Subscribe to a newsletter. Just 
a few examples  include: Kroll 
OnTrack publishes Case Law     
Update & E-Discovery News 
at <http://www.krollontrack. 
com/newsletters/clu.aspx>, 
Fios newsletters are at <http://
www.fiosinc.com/resources/
newsletters.html> and  

     LexisNexis at <http://www.  
lexisnexis.com/applied  
discovery/lawLibrary/
newsletter.asp>. 

• Attend a well-regarded E-
Discovery CLE Program. Try 
to choose one with at least one  
well-known, brand name 
speaker. 10 

http://www.krollontrack.com/newsletters/clu.aspx
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FOOTNOTES 
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